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Heather Grosz, an MSUM senior took first place at the Dragons Got Talent event with her poem titled “Sunburns.” Multiple students showcased their various talents at Comstock Memorial Union on Sept. 10. 
Students shine at talent show
BEN GUMERINGER • gumeringbe@mnstate.edu
BY KAYLA VAN EPS
vanepskay@mnstate.edu
Students who took out federal 
loans to help pay for college this 
year are getting a break in interest 
rates, with one of several changes 
made to federal loans, state grants 
and programs. 
Over the summer, Congress 
passed the Bipartisan Student Loan 
Certainty Act of 2013 which ties 
student loan rates to the Treasury 
bill, instead  of an arbitrary formula 
set by Congress, said Carolyn 
Zehren, director of the financial aid 
office. Rates were set to go back up 
to 6.8 percent on July 1.
Under the Act, interest rates will 
be set in June for the following 
award year, which begins July 1 of 
the same year and goes through June 
30 of the following year. Each loan 
will have a fixed interest rate for the 
life of the loan. 
“This means that students, now 
and in the future, will have a more 
reasonable basis for the interest 
rate,” Zehren said. “The interest 
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Congress 
tweaks 
student loan 
interest rates 
MSUM leaders 
declare promise
BY JESSICA JASPERSON
jaspersoje@mnstate.edu
Without vision, a plan is a group 
of meaningless words collecting 
dust. But with the creation of 
MSUM’s new strategic plan, 
administrators have set more 
than a vision in motion—they’ve 
declared a promise. 
In the fall of 2012, a large 
strategic planning committee 
formed out of students, faculty, 
staff, community members and 
alumni. According to Provost 
Anne Blackhurst, the committee 
did an extensive review of 
the university’s strengths 
and weaknesses, as well as 
opportunities and threats of the 
external environment.
After multiple drafts and 
revisions, a two-sided document 
holds the finalized mission 
statement, core values, strategic 
vision and five strategic priorities 
for the years of 2013-18.
Every area of the University 
will set their own transformative 
goals that will specifically help 
address these priorities.
MSUM vice president for 
academic planning Denise 
Gorsline, empathizes with faculty 
who received the new plan at the 
beginning of the school year. 
“I think it’s hard, you know? 
It’s the first of the school year and 
faculty get this and they may be 
thinking, ‘This seems like a lot,’ 
but in a way it’s just charting 
our direction, and I think that’s 
good,” Gorsline said.
Blackhurst explains the 
meaning behind the new strategic 
plan’s name, “Fulfilling Our 
Promise.”
“Promise is another meaning 
for potential. You could read this 
as fulfilling our potential, so the 
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BY MEREDITH WATHNE
wathneme@mnstate.edu
The School of Business 
improved its offerings by 
implementing new certificate 
and masters programs this 
semester. Both current MSUM 
students and community 
members looking to further 
their education can now 
take advantage of the new 
curriculum. 
“A lot of the new programs 
really will get us connected to 
the local business community,” 
said Marsha Weber, dean of 
the College of Business and 
Innovation. “There are many 
programs for students who 
enroll at MSUM, but there 
are also a lot of options for 
people that work. So, I think 
many of the new programs are 
really outreach programs to the 
community.”
The first of seven proposed 
programs went into effect last 
spring, when the first classes 
for the master’s of science in 
accounting and finance were 
offered. MSUM is one of 
only a few schools that offer 
such a program, giving them a 
competitive edge in continuing 
studies programs. 
“The master’s of science in 
finance and accounting is a unique 
degree,” Weber said. “There is 
not any other of those degrees in 
the United States, really. There 
might be a couple close ones, but 
nothing really similar to this.”
The new master’s program 
gives both accounting and finance 
students expanded experience in 
the field and helps them reach the 
required credit hours needed to 
take the Certified Public Account 
Exam. 
“Accountants need 150 credit 
School of Business adds new programs
PROGRAMS, BACK PAGE
BEN GUMERINGER • gumeringbe@mnstate.edu
The Center for Business got a makeover this summer and now offers students 
multimedia amenities. 
MSUM student named 
Miss Moorhead, page 5
Dragon football 
falls in heartbreaker, 
page 8
STUDENTS SOUND 
OFF ON SYRIAN 
CONFLICT, PAGE 10
Minnesota State University Moorhead
Box 130 Moorhead, MN 56563
Located on the lower floor of Comstock Memorial Union 
Room 110
News Desk and Editor’s Desk: 218-477-2551
Advertising: 218-477-2365
Fax: 218-477-4662
advocate@mnstate.edu or www.msumadvocate.com
The Advocate is published weekly during 
the academic year, except during final 
examination and vacation periods. 
Opinions expressed in The Advocate are not 
necessarily those of the college administration, 
faculty or student body.
The Advocate encourages letters to the editor. 
They should be typed and must include the 
writer’s name, signature, address, phone 
number, year in school or occupation and any 
affiliations. Letters are due by 5 p.m. Friday 
and can be sent to MSUM Box 130, dropped 
off at The Advocate office in CMU Room 110 
or emailed to us at advocate@mnstate.edu. 
The Advocate reserves the right to edit letters 
and refuse publication of letters omitting 
requested information. It does not guarantee 
the publication of any letter. 
“Why do good things always happen to bad 
people... shit, wait.”
The Advocate is prepared for publication 
by Minnesota State University Moorhead 
students and is printed by Davon Press, West 
Fargo, N.D.
Copyright 2013, The Advocate.
The Advocate is always looking for talented 
writers, photographers, columnists and 
illustrators. Meetings are held at noon every 
Friday in The Advocate office, CMU 110. 
Contact the editor for more information or 
come to the staff meetings. 
Kristi Monson, adviser
Meredith Wathne, editor
Bryce Haugen, managing editor
Ben Gumeringer, photo editor
Megan Nehring, features editor
Jessica Jasperson, opinion editor
Ellen Rossow, A&E editor
Breann Lenzmeier, sports editor
Kayla Van Eps, online editor
Alison Smith, copy editor
Marie Veillette, copy editor
Alecia Hupperts, ad manager
Dang Pham, business manager
Andrew Thomason, distribution manager
        The Advocate
ampusalendarC
9.17 - 9.22
Security Update  
Director of Public Safety 
Greg LemkeMSUM BriefsWorld News
Syria’s Arsenal: Hard to 
Destroy
Even if Syrian President Bashar 
al-Assad complies with the 
U.S.-Russia deal to destroy his 
country’s stockpile of chemical 
weapons by November, that is 
hardly the end of Syria’s arsenal. 
For starters, while finding Syria’s 
arsenal might seem easy,  accessing 
them will be difficult. Chemical 
weapons are unlikely to be right 
in the middle of Damascus, and 
most roads in Syria are hard—if 
not impossible—to cross. Don’t 
forget about the rebels who are 
bitterly opposed to the deal and 
may intervene. Additionally, 
destroying chemical weapons 
is a laborious process that often 
can take decades—meaning that 
November deadline looks fairly 
shaky, at best.
First Openly Gay Mayor in 
Mexico Sworn In
The city of Fresnillo, Mexico, 
marked a huge milestone on 
Sunday, as it inaugurated the 
country’s first openly gay mayor. 
Benjamin Medrano won the seat, 
even though his opponents tried 
to make an issue of his sexual 
orientation. Medrano, who 
grew up poor in Zacatecas state, 
eventually obtained a law degree, 
became a professional singer and 
opened Fresnillo’s first gay night 
club. Now that he’s been elected, 
Medrano says his top priority is 
restoring security to the city.
Police Shoot Two in Times 
Square
New York City police shot 
two bystanders Saturday night in 
busy Times Square while trying 
to capture a mentally disturbed 
man. Police Commissioner Ray 
Kelly said the 35-year-old man 
had “simulated shooting the 
officers,” causing police to chase 
him through the crowds. Three 
shots were fired, with one hitting 
a 54-year-old woman in her leg 
and the other hitting a 35-year-
old woman in her buttocks. 
“Hundreds of people were just 
running,” said witness Arken 
Assam, who takes photographs 
on 42nd Street. Police finally 
subdued the man with a taser, 
and then took him to Bellevue 
Hospital. Both victims were taken 
to nearby hospitals, and one has 
already been released.
500 Missing in Colorado Floods
An estimated 500 people are 
still unaccounted for in Colorado’s 
devastating floods, with at least 
four more inches of rain in the 
already-soaked Boulder expected 
Sunday. Four deaths have been 
blamed on the flooding, with a 
fifth person presumed dead.
The damage of the floods is 
expected to cost an estimated 
$150 million in Boulder alone. 
Meanwhile, New Mexico was 
also hit by heavy rains, with at 
least one death blamed on flash 
floods. 
World news from dailybeast.com
Briefs
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10 a.m. - 5 p.m. Giant 
poster sale, campus 
mall
4 - 5 p.m. Life as a 
graduate student, CMU 
205
10 a.m. - 5 p.m. Giant 
poster sale, campus 
mall
7 p.m. The Hook Up, 
Weld 
5 p.m. Speaker: T.L. 
Solien, King 110 
7:30 p.m. “Shuffle. 
Play. Listen,” Gaede 
Stage
7 p.m. Tri-college swing 
dance, underground
8 p.m. House Party 
101, Nemzek 
9.6
Suspicious activity near loading 
dock to Kise Commons, unable 
to locate anything suspicious
Domestic assault in Nelson, 
Moorhead Police Department 
responded
9.7
Found property in Nelson, 
owner contacted
Disorderly conduct on 14th 
Street by Snarr, Moorhead 
Police Department responded
Requested welfare check in Lot 
G-6, contact made — one female 
transported by FM Ambulance 
Alarm in MacLean, Moorhead 
Police Department responded
Noise complaint in John 
Neumaier, verbal warning 
issued
9.8
Requested welfare check in East 
Snarr, contact made — one male 
transported by FM Ambulance
9.9
Marijuana odor complaint in 
Nelson , unable to locate source
Theft report taken in Lot G-7
911 Hang-up at Hendrix Health 
Center, false-misdial
Fire alarm in Hagen, Moorhead 
Fire responded, false —
mechanical
  
Threats reported in Owens, one 
referred to Campus Judicial
9.10
Escort for property removal in 
Nelson, one referred to Campus 
Judicial for animal policy 
violation
 
Theft report taken in Lot G-7
Motor vehicle crash in Lot M-4, 
Moorhead Police Department 
responded
Escort for property removal in 
Nelson 
9.11
Requested welfare check in 
Holmquist, contact made — 
one female transported by FM 
Ambulance
9.12
Propane odor in Nelson, referred 
to Housing/Maintenance
To report a problem contact Public Safety at 218.477.2449
Safety Tip of the week
Being Safe On the Street
When going out at night, walk with a friend or in a group 
whenever possible. Stick to well-lit streets, and use routes that 
you are familiar with. Have 911 on speed-dial on your cell 
phone. Call a friend, and let them know where you are headed 
and when you plan to arrive. Be aware of your surroundings, 
and remember that using a cell phone while walking can distract 
you from noticing what is going on around you. If you think you 
are being followed, call the police, Public Safety or a friend. Let 
them know where you are and what is going on. Then stay on 
the line with them until they get to you or you reach a safe place.
The Constitution and What it 
Means to You
Assistant Federal Public 
Defender Richard Henderson will 
be speaking today as he discusses 
how the  understanding and 
interpretation of the Constitution 
continues to have an impact on 
the lives of ordinary people, 226 
years after it was written. He will 
be speaking at 1 p.m. in CMU 
205. 
Parking and Keys office changes
The Parking and Keys office is 
undergoing a change. KC Clark 
resigned her post in the office 
to become a full-time student. 
Until a restructure of the parking, 
keys and dispatch functions are 
complete, all requests, questions 
and inquiries should be directed 
to msumkeys@mnstate.edu or 
parking@mnstate.edu.
Ansan Art Center in South 
Korea to feature work by Kyja 
Kristjansson-Nelson
The Ansan Art Center in Seoul, 
South Korea, will feature new 
work by Kyja Kristjansson-
Nelson of MSUM Cinema Arts & 
Digital Technologies.
The experimental short titled 
“soul/soul” is a collaboration 
between Kristjansson-Nelson 
(animator and editor), Young 
Sun Lee (dancer, choreographer, 
videographer, editor) and 
Evelyn Ficarra (sound designer 
and composer). Kristjansson-
Nelson, Lee and Ficarra met 
when they were resident artist 
fellows at Djerassi. Since then, 
the three women formed the 1 
lb. Chocolate Arts Collective, 
with the mission to engage in 
international interdisciplinary arts 
collaboration.
The 2013 Open Space Project 
at the Ansan Arts Center in Seoul 
will showcase a contemporary 
solo dance collection by Lee 
called Homemade & Organic. The 
program will include live dance 
performance, music and sound 
scores and the experimental video 
installation, “soul/soul.”
Nationally recognized artist 
and MSUM alum to speak on 
campus
Nationally recognized artist 
T.L. Solien will present a lecture 
on Thursday at 5 p.m. in King 
110 as part of the Department of 
Art & Design Colloquium Series. 
A Professor at the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison, Solien will 
talk about his new body of work, 
“Toward the Setting Sun,” which 
opens at the Plains Art Museum 
on Saturday. All are welcome and 
encouraged to attend.
Library renovation continues
The Livingston Lord Library 
and Technology Center 
renovation continues. The study 
rooms on third and fourth floors 
are now open for student and 
patron use. The main stairwell is 
also now open. 
MSUM briefs from Dragon Digest and submitted at advocate@mnstate.edu
9.17
9.18
9.19
9.20
Hiring Hockey Coaches
For the 2013-14 season.
All levels of coaches are needed. 
Fill out application online at: www.fargohockey.org
Student Senate meets 
Thursdays
 Student Senate meets every 
Thursday in the CMU room 
205 from 6 to 9 p.m. There is a 
public hearing section of every 
meeting during which students 
are welcome to bring their 
thoughts or ideas. 
 
Four Presidents Together
A special highlight during 
Homecoming, and as part of 
the 125th celebration, will 
be a panel discussion with 
the university’s four living 
presidents: John Neumaier, 
Roland Dille, Roland Barden 
and Edna Szymanski. They will 
share the history of MSUM from 
their perspectives, spanning a 
period from 1958 to the present. 
This panel will take place on 
Friday, Sept. 27, at 1 p.m. in the 
CA.
Complete the MAP-Works 
survey for a chance to win 
prizes
Freshman and sophomores are 
encouraged to take the MAP-
Works survey. Instructions were 
emailed to students on Sept. 11. 
Any freshmen or sophomores 
who take the survey are eligible 
for prizes.
A & E
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Registration:  218.236.9900 | 701.232.9900
Visit bonniehaneydance.com
Nutcracker & Holiday Show Guys Auditions
Sept. 19th - Oct. 10th
BONNIE HANEY DANCE
& PERFORMING COMPANY
BALLET | POINTE | TAP | JAZZ | HIP HOP | IRISH | LYRICAL | DANCE FITNESS | BALLROOM | LATIN
2 FARGO/MOORHEAD LOCATIONS | 701.232.9900 |218.236.9900
MAIN OFFICE : 810 4TH AVE S MOORHEAD, MN | WWW.BONNIEHANEYDANCE.COM
Only $8 
A Class
   If paid monthly
*Expires 10/4/12*
Fall
Dance
Classes
STARTING 
NOW!!
2 Fargo/Moorhead Studio Locations | All Levels
College
Student Special!
ballet | pointe | tap | jazz | hip hop | irish | lyrical |  ballroom | Latin
*Over 
50
New Classes
Starting NOW!
Col ege 
Student 
Special
Only $8 
per class
if paid monthly 
*Expires 9/20/13*
OVER 50 
CLASSES 
STARTING 
NOW!
Nutcracker & Holiday 
Show Guys Auditions
(Sept. 18th- Oct. 10th)
*NEW FALL SESSIONS* 
bonniehaneydance.com
218-236-9900
701-232-9900
Jerrod Niemann gives advice for music students; 
discusses his passion for songwriting 
BY ELLEN ROSSOW 
rossowel@mnstate.edu
      Country music star Jerrod Niemann is coming to 
Fargo on Saturday.  The Advocate had the opportunity to 
chat with Niemann about being raised in a small town, 
his career, friendship with Garth Brooks and his most 
recent musical successes. 
Do you have any advice for MSUM students trying to 
make it in the music world? 
     We don’t choose music. Music chooses us. So, if you 
are going to school for it, it must have chosen you. If it 
is your passion, work at it, and the music will do the rest. 
Also, if you are wanting to make it in the commercial 
music world, in a city like LA, New York, Nashville, 
you really have got to be there. All of us had to make 
the move. If you’re serious about it, you’ll do it. Also, 
if you are in a city surrounded around the music you are 
wanting to make, you are going to make connections, and 
you’ll plant roots. For a while you have to, I had to, keep 
my mouth shut and my ears open, and let music do the 
rest.
You have had the opportunity to work with a variety 
of big stars, from opening for Miranda Lambert to 
co-writing music with Garth Brooks. Who do you 
think has been your favorite person to work with? 
    There have been so many people that have been nice 
enough to let me hang out with them, but I have to stick 
with Garth. You hear all these stories, these out of this 
world stories, about him giving people cars and all these 
really nice gifts, and I have known him for a decade, 
and he is the most generous, genuine human I know. He 
is just 100 percent pure good, and that’s what I feel. He 
makes you feel so good about being in country music. I 
know the very, very top of all we do there is someone like 
him; that is pure good. I am so glad I’ve gotten to know him.
You are currently celebrating the release of your 
newest single, “Only God Can Love You More.” What 
can you tell us about the inspiration behind this song? 
     My buddy had an idea for that song. He said, “What 
about a song called, ‘Only God Can Love You More’?” I 
am really glad that I did it. I mean, there is nothing else I 
can think of that you could say to somebody that would 
be nicer than that. We wanted to make it a love song, 
but we really didn’t specify if it is between a couple or a 
family. What blows your mind is, as a songwriter, I wrote 
it sort of as a love song, and then people come up to me 
and say, “You know man, that really reminds me of my 
dad or my brother.” So whenever people can interpret 
your songs in their own way, it sort of makes the song 
that much better. And that’s what happened with “Only 
God Can Love You More.” People came up and said, 
“You know, I really needed to hear this song.”
Before becoming well-known for your own music, you 
made a name for yourself as a songwriter. What do 
you think you enjoy more: writing or performing? 
    Well, they would seem like they are similar 
when you stack them up against each other 
like that, but really, they are really different. 
Someone like Lee Brice – we write a lot 
together, and both of us are songwriters at 
heart and country singers with it.  We love to 
get in there and get involved in other people’s 
processes. When you think about it, there are 
probably, like, a million songs that are written 
in Nashville, and to think out of a million 
songs someone says, “Hey, I want to choose 
one of yours.” It’s just, you can’t believe it.  
But on stage, to be able to sing to a crowd, it’s 
such an honor, and there is nothing else like it. 
It’s two of my favorite hobbies, and I am glad 
they go hand in hand. I don’t think I could 
ever choose, and I hope I don’t have to. 
Courtesy of ebmediapr.com 
Niemann’s album “Free the Music” made its debut in October 2012.
BY BRYCE HAUGEN
haugenbr@mnstate.edu
While each student and 
professor  switched to a new 
college this school year due to the 
most elaborate reorganization of 
MSUM in a generation, long-time 
philosophy professor Randy Cagle 
got a promotion. 
He has stepped out of the 
classroom into a new office in 
Flora Frick as interim dean of the 
College of Humanities and Social 
Sciences, one of five renamed and 
realigned colleges.
Cagle started the one-year 
position June 1, although the new 
college didn’t launch until July 1.
“I like to joke that for exactly 
one month I was dean of nothing,” 
Cagle said when The Advocate 
caught up with him in his office 
earlier this month. He went on to 
discuss his new role, realignment 
and whether he plans to return to 
the faculty.
How are you adjusting to the 
administrative role?
The extra time over the summer 
helped transition in. It’s a little 
more relaxed in its pacing. 
It got me thinking a lot about 
academic planning. I was able 
to hire my replacement in the 
philosophy department, Eric 
Chelstrom. I was able to hire the 
college assistant Deb Radke as 
well. 
Then, when the semester started, 
I was seeing all these other faculty 
members fall immediately back 
into their element – fish in water 
– and here I am with something 
entirely new. I felt a little displaced 
but still happy with my choice.
Do you miss the classroom and 
philosophy?
I already do. I miss the classroom. 
I walk down the halls, and I’m able 
to see in and see these colleagues 
of mine doing their thing in the 
classroom at the front of the room. 
My consolation is that I like to 
think that I help them do what they 
do in the classroom. My job as an 
administrator is as an enabler of 
faculty and academics. But yeah, I 
miss the classroom. I always love 
the classroom.
What kind of difficulties are 
there administering a new college 
– a realigned college?
Well, the major difficulty is the 
question of identity. What are we? 
Why do the humanities and social 
sciences belong together? What 
do we have in common? Are there 
common learning outcomes? I 
believe that there are. 
Timing is on our side here. 
There was a report published by 
the American Academy of Arts 
and Sciences called “The Heart 
of the Matter,” and it’s a report 
specifically on the humanities 
and social sciences and, to put it 
mildly, undesirable consequences 
of society’s disinvestment in those 
areas. 
There are some faculty in the 
college who may feel they don’t 
belong with the other departments, 
or they don’t make a good fit. But 
all the early signs are encouraging. 
I think people are excited to get 
together. They see potential for 
interdisciplinarity, which is already 
strong in the college – that it can be 
made even stronger. There’s that 
identity question, I think. Also, for 
the record, the final realignment 
decision made it very, very clear 
that the College of Humanities 
and Social Sciences is a temporary 
name.
What’s going to go into deciding 
a permanent name?
The president made it very clear 
that the faculty would work with 
the dean to come up with a new 
name. Throughout the year, there’s 
going to be a lot of planning done at 
the department level as well as the 
university levels and, what I plan 
to do is make the discussion about 
the college name a part of that larger 
planning process. The decision 
about the name should really be an 
outcome of planning and thinking 
about what we are as a group of 
disciplines and programs.
How much does it even matter 
what it’s called?
That’s a great question. I think 
it matters. First of all, it matters to 
faculty; that’s very clear. There were 
already some very intense feelings 
about this. Some faculty think we 
should be able to remain, if we 
decide to, the College of Humanities 
and Social Sciences. Others think 
we need a name that parallels the 
other college names. The other 
colleges have career cluster and 
outcome oriented names. If we 
retained humanities and social 
sciences, we would be a traditional 
disciplinary oriented name. But I 
think it’s important because it can 
capture what we have in common 
and what our value is as a set of 
disciplines and programs.
What kind of work is going to 
be done to make the new college 
not just a paper shuffling of 
reorganized departments, but 
have a value beyond that? 
Part of that will depend on how 
News
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ACADEMIC
REALIGNMENT
College of 
Business
 and Innovation
School 
of Business
Computer 
Science and 
Information 
Systems
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College of 
Education and 
Human Services
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Teaching and 
Learning
Counseling 
and Student 
Affairs
Social Work
Speech, 
Language, 
Hearing Sciences
College of 
Science, Health and 
the Environment
School of Nursing 
and Health Care 
Leadership
Anthropology 
and Earth Sciences
Construction 
Management 
and Operations 
Managment
Biosciences
Chemistry and 
Biochemistry
Health and Phys-
ical Education
Math Physics and 
Astronomy
Psychology
College of 
Arts, Media and 
Communication
College of Humanities 
and Social Sciences
Art & Design
Cinema 
Arts and Digital 
Technology
Communication 
Studies
Mass 
Communications
Music
Theatre Arts
American 
Multicultural 
Studies
Economics
English
History
Language 
and Cultures
Philosophy
Political 
Science
Sociology and 
Crimical Justice
Women’s and 
Gender Studies
Graphic by Jessica Fleming
Advo Q&A: Prof turned interim dean talks realignment
CAGLE, PAGE 11
CHARLES CRANE
cranech@mnstate.edu
I saw a lot of movies over 
the summer. While the season 
had its fair share of spectacular 
bombs and fanboy successes, 
there were just as many 
unexpected surprises. The 
biggest surprise may be that the 
defining image of the summer 
for me didn’t come from a 
studio tent pole. 
In fact, it was the grainy cell 
phone footage of 22-year-old 
Oscar Grant being pinned to 
the ground and shot by a BART 
police officer in the early hours 
of 2009. 
That is how first time 
director Ryan Coogler begins 
his film “Fruitvale Station,” 
showing people the moment 
when a real person started to 
die. This particular view is 
one the Internet age knows 
well. YouTube and LiveLeak 
allow viewers to see all forms 
of authentic human suffering. 
Rarely do people think about 
the victims of the real world 
violence videos like this 
showcase. 
That is what Coogler set 
out to do: to show audiences 
the last day in the life Oscar 
Grant. After all, who wakes up 
expecting the day to be their 
last?
Oscar (Michael B. Jordan) 
certainly didn’t. For a man on 
his day off, he sure has a lot 
to do. The majority of the film 
follows Oscar as he drives his 
girlfriend Sophina to work and 
his daughter to school and runs 
a few errands. 
He has to pick up crab for 
his mother Wanda’s (Octavia 
Spencer) birthday party and try 
to get his supermarket job back. 
His former boss rebuffs him, 
leaving him with no other option 
than to sell the bag of weed he 
has stashed in his bedroom. 
Rent is due on the first, and he 
has kept his unemployment a 
secret from everyone in his life.
His day is a series of drives, 
pit stops, phone calls and text 
messages, intermingled with 
the occasional flashback. 
Coolger really takes his time, 
giving the audience a chance 
to get to know Oscar and the 
people in his life. Jordan plays 
Oscar with the right amount of 
personality to make up for the 
thinly drawn elements of the 
character. He goes throughout 
his day trying to convince 
himself and the world that he 
has everything under control.
As a young man with 
trouble telling the truth, even 
Oscar realizes he will have to 
face reality eventually. After 
watching a dog get run over 
by a car on the way to a drug 
deal, he elects to face his family 
head on. He dumps his stash in 
the ocean  and tells Sophina the 
truth: He wants to be a provider, 
and he doesn’t want to lie about 
how he does it anymore. 
They celebrate his mother’s 
birthday, and Oscar and Sophina 
meet up with friends to take 
a train up to San Francisco to 
watch the fireworks. Whatever 
the next day would bring, they 
seemed ready to face it. 
The audience in the theater, 
when I saw it, certainly wasn’t 
ready to face what came next, 
and they knew what was 
coming. The staid and simple 
nature of the first two acts 
lulled us all into a false sense of 
security, setting up the sucker 
punch of the third. I won’t 
speak to the specifics of the 
sequence, but it takes what had 
been a chill-flowing narrative 
and stabs an adrenaline needle 
into its chest.
The people sitting next to 
me cried, swore and some left 
in disgust. The recreation of 
the cell phone footage was as 
visceral as any action sequence 
I saw over the summer. The 
payoff, however, couldn’t 
have been more different. It 
left me feeling sick and angry. 
But I guess that’s what it was 
supposed to do. 
As Coolger presents it, 
Oscar Grant died because of 
antagonistic behavior and habits 
that have become engrained in 
our culture. He died because 
of enmity between citizens 
and those tasked to protect and 
serve. 
In the opening frames, 
Sophina talks about her 
resolution to cut carbs from her 
diet, saying that any behavior 
can be changed into a habit if 
you commit to it enough. But, 
as recent events have only made 
more clear, change is never 
easy, nor does it come quickly 
enough.
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From MONEY Magazine, October 2012 ©2012 Time Inc. MONEY is a registered trademark of Time Inc. and is used under license. MONEY and Time Inc. are not
affiliated with, and do not endorse products or services of U.S. Bank. 
1. All regular account opening procedures apply. $25 minimum deposit required to open an account.  2. A surcharge fee will be applied by the ATM owner, unless
they are participating in the MoneyPass® network.  3. You may be charged access fees by your carrier, dependent upon your personal plan. Web access is needed
to use Mobile Banking. Check with your carrier for details on specific fees and charges.  4. Optional paper statements available, for a fee. Deposit products offered
by U.S. Bank National Association. Member FDIC. 
branch 800.771.BANK (2265)usbank.com/studentChecking       Savings       Online & Mobile Banking       Financial Education
®
Named “Best Student Checking”
by MONEY® Magazine, October 2012
Visit the U.S. Bank branch located at 403 Center Ave. 
or 1815 S. University Dr. to open an account today. 
U.S. Bank Student Checking offers:
-  No monthly maintenance fee and no minimum balance1
-  Free ATM transactions at 5,000+ U.S. Bank ATMs and 
3,000+ branch locations in 25 states
-  4 free non-U.S. Bank ATM transactions per statement cycle2
-  Free Online and Mobile Banking3
-  Free email and text alerts to notify of payment reminders, low balance,
deposits made3
-  Free online statements4
-  Free first order of U.S. Bank logo checks 
That all-nighter might cost you, 
but at least your checking won’t.
BY MEGAN NEHRING
nehringme@mnstate.edu
Hairspray, evening gowns, a 
bubbly personality and a smile: 
all ingredients for an excellent 
pageant contestant. Maren 
Groff has all of them. An mass 
communications sophomore, 
Groff was crowned Miss 
Moorhead on Sept. 7.
Groff competed against three 
other women that Saturday. It 
was a one-day show where they 
were able to get in all the events 
and rehearsals. 
The events included a private 
interview, evening gown, 
swimwear, onstage question and 
a talent. Groff sang “But I Am 
a Good Girl” from the musical 
“Burlesque.” 
“I love show tunes, and this 
song is just the perfect mix of 
sassy and sweet,” Groff said. 
Groff said her favorite part of 
the competition was the personal 
interview. 
“The judges were really 
great about asking a variety 
of questions,” she said. She 
continued to explain how judges 
could ask questions ranging from 
the contestants’ favorite colors to 
a current event.  
This isn’t the first title Groff 
has won. She was also crowned 
as Miss Baxter in her hometown 
over a year ago. She got involved 
in pageant work through a small 
competition in Nisswa, Minn., 
where she was then sought out to 
compete for Miss Baxter. 
Groff explained when a 
contestant wins the title for the 
Miss America Organization they 
are automatically registered to 
run for the next step. 
Winning Miss Baxter gave 
Groff the chance to run for 
Miss Minnesota last summer. 
Now that she has won Miss 
Moorhead, she will get to go 
back June 2014. 
Groff was the first student 
at MSUM to be crowned Miss 
Moorhead, even though the 
competition is actually held on 
campus. 
Now Groff will work on her 
platform: “Reading Rocks! 
Promoting Children’s Literacy 
While Making Reading Fun!”
Groff loves working with 
children and helping them learn 
to read. She said would never 
change her platform because 
she has been working on it for a 
while now and has already started 
many relationships. She wants to 
continue what she started. 
MEGAN NEHRING• nehringme@mnstate.edu
MSUM student crowned
2013 Miss Moorhead
Fruitvale Station a surprise summer hit 
2013 Miss Moorhead Maren Groff 
strikes a pose. 
Photo courtesy of imdb.com
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Help MSUM improve, 
complete MAP-Works
As a freshman or returning 
sophomore, adjusting to a new 
home, new classes and overall new 
atmosphere can be challenging.
 MSUM’s number one goal is for 
their students to succeed in classes 
and become comfortable in their new 
environment. 
MAP-Works is a new survey 
implemented to help freshman and 
sophomores guide themselves in their 
strengths and weaknesses. 
Completing the survey is important 
in order for MSUM and the students 
themselves to better understand 
reasons why new students have 
trouble adjusting to the first years of 
college. 
After the MAP-Works survey is 
completed, staff members analyze 
students’ answers and contact each 
one individually to be proactive in 
approaching problems before they 
spiral out of control. 
The survey is a smart way to retain 
students and, during a period of 
declining enrollment, that’s important. 
Advocate Editorial Board
The opinions expressed in The 
Advocate are not necessarily those of 
the college administration, faculty or 
student body. 
The Advocate encourages letters to 
the editor and any submissions. They 
should be typed and must include the 
writer’s name, signature, address, 
phone number, year in school or 
occupation and any affliations. Letters 
are due by 5 p.m. Friday and can be 
sent to MSUM Box 130, dropped off 
in The Advocate office or emailed to 
advocate@mnstate.edu.
Interested in being a columist? or a cartoonist?
The Advocate wants you! 
Contact Jessica at
 jaspersoje@mnstate.edu 
Get published, prepare for career
Add mentorship to the curriculum
ANDREW THOMASON
thomasonan@mnstate.edu
MSUM should introduce two 
new classes into the Dragon Core 
curriculum. 
The first class you would 
have to take when you decide 
on your major, and in the event 
of changing majors, you would 
not have to retake 
the class. It would 
be a class where 
a student who has 
almost completed 
the major that 
you have chosen 
mentors you.
The second 
class you would 
take when you are done with 
your major. You would have to 
mentor a student who is entering 
into the major that you have just 
completed. 
Bringing together these two 
students would allow both of them 
to learn. 
When I was a sophomore, I 
declared a history major. I felt 
lost when thinking about which 
classes to take, which professors 
to avoid, which clubs to join, etc. 
If MSUM introduced a program 
in which first year students could 
learn from an older student, 
it could save the student from 
numerous pitfalls. 
While advisors are invaluable, 
as a young student you often get 
tired of hearing from adults about 
what you should do. 
With the guidance of a student 
who has the program fresh in their 
mind and can reflect upon what 
they would have done to optimize 
their experience, they could help a 
young student to get the most out 
of their education.
 The old adage is that you learn 
the most when you teach. 
When you are almost done with 
your major, you could take time to 
reflect upon what you would have 
done differently: what class you 
would have taken from a different 
professor, which classes actually 
go together well as a student and 
which club you wish you would 
have joined earlier to enhance 
your experience. 
Sharing these thoughts and 
reflections with a younger student 
could help them avoid some 
mistakes. Sharing and guiding is 
also a rewarding way to give back 
to the institution that gave you 
your education.
 The classes would be worth 
taking, because they would be 
given as two credit classes. The 
students would be assigned a 
mentor the first week, and both 
the older students’ and younger 
students’ class would meet at the 
same time. 
The chair of the program the 
students are enrolled in should 
teach the class. After the initial 
meeting, the students would have 
to complete weekly paperwork 
assigned to them by the professor; 
this will call for collaboration 
upon the students. 
The class should only be half 
a semester in length in order to 
allow time for 
all students to be 
able to complete 
the class when 
needed. 
The purpose 
of college is to 
enrich the lives of 
young adults. 
A program that 
allows older students to guide 
younger students in their chosen 
field of study gives students a 
chance to give back to their school 
and to help out a young student. 
We all have been the lost student 
not knowing what classes to enroll 
in or which clubs to join. 
“While advisors are invaluable, as a 
young student you often get tired of 
hearing from adults about what you 
should do. ”
BRYCE HAUGEN
haugenbr@mnstate.edu
Getting a journalism job comes 
down to one thing: Experience. 
Competence and ethics are also 
important qualifications, but those 
are learned through practicing 
the craft and refining it over 
years until the quality is high 
enough to be accepted in the 
professional world. 
That’s why it is sad and 
irritating to see how many 
supposedly aspiring journalists 
go through their entire college 
career without working for their 
campus newspaper or getting 
internships at news organizations.
Students and the mass 
communications department share 
the blame. 
Students need to have the 
forethought to realize they need 
experience to get a real job after 
graduation. Besides, performing 
journalism shouldn’t be a chore; 
if you’re getting a degree in the 
field, you should like it enough to 
get involved without coercion. The 
Advocate and most internships 
even pay (usually not well, but it’s 
something).
The mass communications 
professors also don’t put enough 
emphasis on the importance of 
experience – either on or off 
campus – when it comes to getting 
a job. 
They don’t do enough to 
encourage or incentivize 
participation in The Advocate. 
With the dozens of mass 
communications students on 
campus, it shouldn’t be difficult to 
find people willing to write for the 
paper. 
Yet, year after year, we struggle 
to fill our pages. Often, editors 
are forced to write several stories 
each week while trying to juggle 
classwork and other jobs. 
The best possible solution to our 
conundrum is to have MSUM offer 
class credit for participation in The 
Advocate. 
For broadcast journalism majors 
like myself, there is the co-
curricular Campus News program, 
a 30-minute weekly show that airs 
on Prairie Public Television during 
the spring semester.   
This is a great way for students 
to gain experience in their field 
during college, although outside 
internships and production 
assistant jobs are even more 
valuable for job seekers. 
Using Campus News as a model, 
students graduating with certain 
journalism degrees should be 
required to write for The Advocate 
as a part of the programming in 
their majors. 
This change wouldn’t be easy 
to implement, but not only would 
it improve the quality of this 
publication, it would force our 
mass communications graduates to 
get some experience before trying 
to start a career.
Even if the ambitious plan to 
integrate The Advocate into the 
mass communications program 
isn’t possible, we should, at the very 
least, increase 
c o m p e n s a t i o n 
for writers and 
editors.
M e a n w h i l e , 
meager pay 
and all, The 
A d v o c a t e 
is still a great place for mass 
communications majors, and 
any other interested students, to 
hone their writing, design and 
photography skills. 
So to all aspiring journalists: 
Help us out and in doing so, help 
your own future. 
Also, be sure to apply for summer 
internships. There’s no better way 
to get the experience necessary to 
enter this increasingly cutthroat 
industry.
“Students and the mass 
communications department share 
the blame. ”
Opinion
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I will fight the law
JOHN GOERKE
goerkejo@mnstate.edu
Some of you freshman and 
sophomores may be just a little too 
young to remember Christopher 
Hitchens. 
The culture commentator and famous 
atheist, died in 2011 after a long and 
prosperous career spent pissing off 
everybody. The man took aim at Bill 
Clinton, Princess Diana, Mother 
Teresa and most famously, God. It was 
this last target that introduced me to 
him. 
His shoddy arguments against them 
convinced me that maybe religious 
people really weren’t that stupid. 
But Hitchens did get one thing right. 
In 2004, he penned a piece called “I 
Fought the Law” about New York’s 
ridiculous bans against all matters of 
activities.
Michael Bloomberg, famous these 
days for his ban of large sodas passed 
in the early 21st century, prohibitions 
against riding a bike with your feet 
off the pedals, sitting on a milk crate, 
feeding pigeons and my personal 
favorite, a blanket ban on smoking 
anywhere public in the city. 
In one fateful day, Hitchens 
intentionally violated every single one 
of these ordinances. 
Two weeks ago, I unknowingly 
began my own vendetta against this 
kind of stupidity right here on campus.
It has been my habit for a couple of 
years now to enjoy the smoking of a 
pipe as part of my leisure time. 
My current pipe is about 50 years 
old, given to me by a dear friend. My 
current tobacco is Sir Walter Raleigh, 
a blend of Burley tobaccos from 
Kentucky, air cured and moistened 
with liqueurs from France. 
Two Tuesdays ago, I decided to 
light up before class by the main gate 
flagpole. A professor approached 
me and scolded me for smoking. 
“You know the rules,” he said in a 
condescending sneer. I was, for one 
of the few times in my life, lost for 
words. 
You see, last year I was smoking my 
pipe on my way to the library when 
several public safety officers walked 
by. I waved at them; they waved back. 
No big deal.
Further, the “No Smoking” signs on 
campus do not picture a pipe. They 
picture a cigarette with a line through 
it. (Though this can easily be turned 
into a 
piece of 
pie by 
a d d i n g 
a single 
black line 
from the 
butt of the 
c igare t te 
to the top 
curl of smoke.) 
Finally, as anybody who has taken a 
history course knows, the rules aren’t 
always right. This particular professor 
has railed against sexism, racism and 
other various evils in his class. Surely, 
he ought to know the rules aren’t 
always right.  
Notice, too, that our University also 
banned alcohol. You know who else 
bans all drink and all smoke? Puritans! 
The difference is that Puritans also 
banned sex.
The professor who approached me 
has mocked a certain religious group 
in class because they have separate 
staircases for men and women. The 
university seems to agree with this 
assessment, since I can get a condom 
easier than extra sheets for printing. 
The same premise, which inspired 
our forefathers to ban sex also informed 
their ban of the bottle and the pipe. 
It was the idea that any enjoyment 
whatsoever in this world was wrong. 
So why do we retain bans against 
half of the equation, while encouraging 
students to mate like bonobos? 
Reasonable people would let each 
issue be debated on its own merits. Pipe 
smoking, unlike cigarette smoking, is 
not a one-way trip to tumor town. 
Yet, I guess what gets me is the 
smugness of it all. The same professor 
engaged me in a little stare-down in 
the Dragon Stop, again with a certain 
holier-than-thou smirk about him. 
Take note: I will be smoking my 
pipe on the quad, under the trees, 
away from other people…just like the 
Hobbits do. What are you going to do? 
Tell on me?
JESSICA JASPERSON
jaspersoje@mnstate.edu
According to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, the latest 
statistics from 2010 show 38,364 
suicides were reported in the U.S. 
National Suicide Prevention week 
is important to recognize along 
with National Suicide Prevention 
day on Sept. 10. However, a week 
of awareness and prevention only 
silences the stigma for a short time.
Although the week of prevention is 
over, people should be aware of the 
heartbreaking statistics and the reality 
of suicide not disappearing.
Not only are the statistics of 
committed suicides alarming in the 
U.S., but the amount of thoughts of 
suicide is frightening. 
The Substance Abuse and Mental 
Health Services Administration 
results from its 2011 national survey 
on mental health show 8.5 million 
adults 18 years or older had thoughts 
of suicide in 2011. Sadly, this number 
doesn’t even account for the number of 
people below the ages of 18.  
In this country, it’s easy to feel left 
behind and forgotten about when it 
comes to the inadequate mental health 
care system, which accounts for not 
only suicides but many other untreated 
mental illnesses.  
Factors that add up to this inadequacy 
include high costs for mental health 
care and there not being enough 
counselors available when compared 
to medical doctors.   
The SAMHSA survey reported for 
2011 that over 65 percent of people 
with a mental illness who did not pursue 
treatment was due to money-related 
issues such as 
“Could Not Afford 
Cost,” “Health 
Insurance Did Not 
Cover Enough 
Insurance” and 
“Health Insurance 
Did Not Cover Any 
Treatment.”  
Mental health 
care is often unattainable because 
of the lack of professionals who are 
trained to help.
Only 156,000 mental health 
counselors and marriage and family 
therapists made up the U.S. workforce 
according to the Bureau of Labor and 
Statistics in 2010. 
Rather than treat those with mental 
illness face-to-face with time and 
compassion, handing out prescription 
drugs seems easiest. The CDC 
reported nearly half of Americans use 
one prescription drug a month, with 
antidepressants being one of the three 
top therapeutic drugs prescribed. 
An example of a “professional’s” 
prescription abuse comes from a 
personal experience. A member of 
my family struggles with depression 
and anxiety, so she decided to visit a 
psychiatrist to receive help. After one 
20-minute session the “professional” 
sent her upstairs where she was 
prescribed a refillable antidepressant 
and an antianxiety medication. 
I’m not saying prescription drugs do 
not and will not help those with mental 
illness. I’ve had friends and family 
members who take prescription drugs 
that ultimately help them in the long 
run. 
However, a combination of long-term 
therapy and prescription drugs would 
be better than a short consultation and 
trip to the pharmacist. 
The U.S. needs to reform its mental 
health care system by decreasing the 
costs and expanding services of mental 
health counselors.
 I think the stigma of mental health 
and mental health care is better today 
than years ago, but there is more work 
to be done.  
If you have a mental illness, please 
do not feel intimidated or frightened to 
speak to someone about the problem 
and how you are feeling. 
The Hendrix Clinic and Counseling 
Center offers counseling services right 
on campus.
Reach out to a friend, family 
member, roommate, coworker or 
anyone you feel comfortable with if 
you have thoughts about suicide or 
need to talk about a mental illness. 
FirstLink is a nonprofit human 
services agency that provides 
a 24 -hour suicide lifeline. If 
you need to talk to someone 
anonymous about your situation 
call (800) 273-8255 (TALK).
After experiencing one of my 
friends take his own life, I am 
telling you the pain you leave 
behind is nowhere near the pain 
you’re feeling right now. 
Over two years has passed, and I 
still think of him every day as the 
light shines down on the plants he left 
behind; a living memory of a dear man 
that is no longer with us.   
“The U.S. needs to reform its mental 
health care system by decreasing the 
costs and expanding services of mental 
health counselors.”
“Two weeks ago, I unknowingly began 
my own vendetta against this kind of 
stupidity right here on campus.”
The U.S. lacks mental health care
BY TURNER BLAUFUSS
blaufusstu@mnstate.edu
The MSUM Dragons women’s 
soccer team has started their 
season off 0-3. The squad is 
the youngest team MSUM has 
had since Coach Rollie Bullock 
started the program in 1995, and 
they are still finding their groove.
“We’re young. We need to 
learn to work together and 
figure out where everyone is at a 
certain time,” Bullock said. “Our 
defense, our attacking and other 
things we need to focus on. The 
bottom line is learning to play 
together.”  
The youthful Dragons are 
led by juniors Erin Nyberg and 
Stephanie Lindo and red shirt 
freshman Megan Thorwick. 
Bullock looks for them to guide 
the young team.
“Erin Nyberg is someone we 
look to when we need the ball 
in the net. Megan Thorwick is in 
her first year of competition but 
has looked very good,” Bullock 
said.
The Dragons field several 
freshmen, and Bullock made 
note of a few that have been 
making an impact early on.
“Jessica Johnson and 
Annmarie Umland have shown 
some good stuff so far. They’ve 
had a good start and contributed 
well,” Bullock said.
MSUM does return experience 
at the goal keeper position, with 
three players that rotated last 
year. The team hopes to find 
their one true goal keeper to go 
with the rest of the season.
“Carole Braschayko, Victoria 
Hoffman and Ashley Leintz 
were all goal keepers for us 
last year. We’re still trying to 
sort out who’s getting the most 
playing time. That’s still up in 
the air, and it’s too early to tell. 
This year we’re going to try to 
get a number one goal keeper,” 
Bullock said.
The Dragons’ next game is 
11 a.m. on Saturday against 
Augustana College, Sioux Falls, 
S.D. 
Head coach Ryan Milner is in 
his third year as head coach of 
the men’s and women’s cross 
country teams and couldn’t be 
happier with the improvement 
the program has made. 
“I was doing a comparison 
over the last two years, and 
there’s more people and we’re 
faster,” Milner said. “We have a 
lot more depth.”
The men’s side is led by 
junior Jason Dowell. A talented 
freshmen class will join Dowell. 
The women’s team is led by 
sophomore Molly Montonye 
who, Milner said, is the best 
runner by far for the women’s 
side. Milner believes his veterans 
can help groom the younger 
runners and help the teams to 
finish well in the Northern Sun 
Intercollegiate Conference.
“I think the men’s (team) we 
could maybe get second, third 
or fourth. If we can be a top five 
team in both, that’d be amazing. 
Numbers are the big thing and 
talent,” Milner said.  “I hope that 
the kids see something special 
developing here, and they want 
to be a part of it.”
Milner made mention that 
Augustana was the No. 1 team in 
the conference for the men’s and 
women’s teams.
The Dragons’ next meet is at 
4:45 p.m. on Sept. 27 at the St. 
Boni Invite in St. Bonifacious, 
Minn. 
Sports
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Do you 
even lift 
Bro?
WELLNESSCENTER
Russe l l  &  Ann  Gerd in
MSUMWellness | @MSUM_Wellness
Dragons fall in final seconds of home opener
BY MADALYN LASKE
laskema@mnstate.edu
The MSUM football fans 
were left stunned and damp 
when the Dragons fell 27-20 
in a heartbreaker to Southwest 
Minnesota State University in 
Northern Sun Intercollegiate 
Conference action Saturday.
The Mustangs’ quarterback, 
Charlie Kern, slung a risky 23-
yard touchdown pass to Anthony 
Dean with a tie score and three 
seconds left of the game. 
“It’s easy to look at the last 
play, but there’s a lot of other 
plays throughout the course 
of the game that, had we made 
some different plays, we would 
have ended up in better shape 
than we ended up being in,” 
head coach Steve Laqua said.  
The Dragons had a 20-12 lead 
early in the rainy fourth quarter, 
capping a four-play momentum 
building drive with a quarterback 
sneak Jake Hodge touchdown.  
However, MSUM could not 
maintain that momentum two 
drives later when they turned 
the ball over, ultimately leading 
to an explosive Tyler Tonderum 
rushing touchdown. 
“There’s plays throughout 
the course of the game that all 
matter,” Laqua said. “We didn’t 
capitalize on that window of 
opportunity to put the game 
away and make it two scores. At 
that point in the game, in these 
conditions, that would have been 
the end.” 
Tonderum rushed for 13 
of his 340 yards on the tying 
touchdown run.  His numbers 
broke SMSU’s previous school 
record for rushing yards by an 
individual during a single game. 
“If we would have (stopped 
Tonderum), it definitely could 
have been a chance to be sealing 
the deal,” said junior running 
back Brandon Schell. “To realize 
that it’s either now or never, and 
this is what we need to do to 
make it happen is something we 
need to work on.”
Schell ran for 130 yards 
receiving handoffs from 
the recently named starting 
quarterback, Hodge.  
The sophomore read-option 
quarterback threw for 59 
yards and one touchdown and 
rushed for 60 yards and two 
touchdowns.  
Aaron Bohl’s 15 tackles led 
the Dragon’s defensive effort. 
“From last week to this week, 
or even last year to this year, we 
are 100 percent better,” Schell 
said. “Our execution is up a 
considerable amount and, even 
when times are getting tough, we 
can still grind it out and rely on 
each other. We can always count 
on each other to be there.”
The Dragons look ahead to 
next Saturday when they travel 
on the road to take on Winona 
State in attempt to better their 
0-2 overall, 0-2 NSIC record.
Running back Austin Stone runs into defenders in the Dragons home opener against SMSU Saturday. The Dragons fell 
27-20 to the Mustangs when SMSU had the game-winning drive late in the fourth quarter.
BEN GUMERINGER• gumeringbe@mnstate.edu
Soccer, cross country teams look to new seasons
MSUM’s Stephanie Lindo goes for the ball in NSIC action Sunday in the 
Dragons home opener. The Dragons lost in overtime to Northern State 1-0. 
BEN GUMERINGER• gumeringbe@mnstate.edu
Health
The Advocate | Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2013 | Page 9
HAVE SCHOOL
LOANS?
Learn More & Apply at:
ymcacassclay.org/americorps 
AmeriCorps Members 
at the YMCA earn a
$2,775.00 
education award after 
a year of service!
Also receive a monthly
living allowance.
Positions: Healthy Living Coach, Mentor 
     & Homework Club Supervisor
In addition to meeting the donation criteria, you must 
provide a valid photo I.D., proof of your current address 
and your Social Security or immigration card to donate. 
Must be 18 years of age or older to donate.
To pay for
books and
tuition.
You only need 
one reason to 
donate plasma.
My one reason?
Donate today at: 
Talecris Plasma Resources
800 Holiday Drive, Moorhead
(218) 287-2700                grifolsplasma.com
As a new donor, you can earn
up to $175 in just three donations.*
- Return donors earn $75 this week.*
- Refer a friend and receive a $50 buddy bonus.*
*Fee and bonus offers end on 9/30/13
Find out how becoming a plasma donor can make a 
difference for patients and help you earn extra money. 
Right behind the Starbucks on 8th St
BY BREANN LENZMEIER
lenzmeiebr@mnstate.edu
There will be plenty of red 
and white on campus during 
homecoming, and students have 
the opportunity to add a little 
more color when the Color Me 
Rad 5K takes place on Sept. 28.
The first Color Me Rad 
5K at MSUM is kicking off 
a full day of events for the 
athletic department, which also 
includes the parade along with 
soccer and football games.
“With MSUM celebrating 
its 125th year, the Color Me 
Rad is making homecoming 
extra special,” assistant athletic 
director for external relations 
Gloria Riopelle said.
Riopelle said there are a 
couple thousand participants 
registered for the event, and 
there are still spots available 
for people to sign up.
The registration fee is $40 
until the day of the race and 
$50 the day of. Use the promo 
code ‘MSUM’ and receive 10 
percent off your registration fee. 
Participants can register online 
by going to msumdragons.com/
colormerad or at colormerad.
com and searching for the 
Moorhead/Fargo race. 
“We encourage people to 
use the ‘MSUM’ promo code,” 
Riopelle said,  “and we would 
love to have as many people 
come and join us as they can.” 
Participants will receive a 
T-shirt, sunglasses, a goodie 
bag and a little color added 
while on the course.
The start/finish line is behind 
the football field. The route is 
mainly on campus with color 
stations along the route.
Riopelle said there will be 
three waves to start the runners 
and walkers. The first is at 9 
a.m. then 9:20 and 9:40. 
“It’s not competitive, it 
isn’t a timed race … it’s more 
fun where you can dress up 
and have a team,” Riopelle 
said. “Everyone can enjoy 
themselves.”
A portion of the registration 
fees will benefit Dragon 
athletic scholarships and the 
Dragon Entertainment Group.
If you don’t want to run or 
walk the Color Me Rad 5K 
Riopelle said they are still 
looking for volunteers. You can 
contact her or Robert Jones for 
more information.
Packet pickup is Friday, 
Sept. 27 in Nemzek.  Those 
registered will receive an email 
from Color Me Rad with more 
details about when and where 
to pick up the packets.
Those taking part should be 
at Nemzek by 8:30 a.m. the day 
of the event.
One word to describe 
the event Riopelle said is, 
“colorful.” 
With color flying all around 
MSUM during the Color Me 
Rad 5K, it will be an event 
that adds to the homecoming 
experience.
Before the Color Me Rad 
event, the athletic department 
is kicking off Homecoming 
on Monday, Sept. 23, with 
the Dragon Dog Fest at Alex 
Nemzek Fieldhouse. 
The event is open to all 
MSUM students, faculty and 
staff along with the community 
of Moorhead. Starting at 5 p.m. 
there will be barbecuing and 
games, followed by the pep 
rally at 8 p.m.
Color Me Rad 5K coming to MSUM
News
Page 10 | Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2013 | The Advocate
graduateschool.uwm.edu
?  More than 135 master’s, doctoral, coordinated, and certicate programs
?  Online, blended, and evening classes
?  Accomplished, renowned faculty
?  Assistantships, fellowships, and other nancial assistance
?  A robust, growing research enterprise
Stop by our table in the MSUM Union Ballroom, 11am-3pm, to speak with  
the representative to learn more!
gradschool@uwm.edu 
414-229-6569 fb.me/uwmgradschool@uwmgradschool
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As the crisis in Syria dominates 
the headlines, MSUM students 
generally agree: The United States 
should not bomb the country.
“We have enough issues of 
our own to deal with,” said 
communication studies senior 
Dylan Furst, reflecting the most 
widespread stance of more 
than a dozen MSUM students 
interviewed. “It would cause more 
problems than it would solve 
issues.”
More than 100,000 Syrians 
have died in a 30-month civil 
war between the government 
and rebel groups. The United 
States began considering military 
action after an Aug. 21 chemical 
weapons attack, which the 
Americans accuse the Syrian 
government of orchestrating, 
killed more than 1,400 people in 
the Damascus suburbs. President 
Barack Obama decided to ask 
Congress to authorize a limited 
bombing campaign, but the 
proposal received a tepid response. 
Now, the vote is on hold and 
may never be taken because the 
Syrians have admitted possessing 
chemical weapons and agreed 
to a Russian proposal to give up 
their stockpiles. In the meantime, 
an American bombing campaign 
appears increasingly less likely.   
Education senior Andrew 
DeKrey credits the Obama 
administration’s military threat 
with getting the Syrian leaders to 
acquiesce.
“The world’s never going to be 
perfect, whether we intervene or 
not,” he said. “Them giving up 
their chemical weapons is the best 
possible solution without us having 
to bomb them.” 
Opinions on campus seemed 
to mirror the American public. A 
Gallup Poll, published last week, 
indicated 62 percent of Americans 
oppose military intervention; 28 
percent support it. Other polls have 
yielded similar results.
Kaylee Emineth, an elementary 
inclusive education freshman, said 
the last thing we need is another 
war. 
“We have the hungry, the 
homeless and people without 
jobs,” she said. “Worry about our 
people, please.”
Her friend Brittney Gordon, 
an early education and special 
education junior, said leaders must 
weigh whether Syria presents an 
actual threat to the United States.
“If they’re not a threat, then 
I don’t think we should get 
involved,” Gordon said.
But business administration 
junior Melhik Negatu said the 
United States should take military 
action.
“The world is connected,” she 
said. “So it will affect us somehow 
if we don’t intervene. It’s good to 
have a peaceful world.”
In the post-Cold War era, some 
countries including the United 
States have adopted the position 
that they are responsible to get 
involved in foreign matters 
“where human rights are seriously 
violated,” said MSUM political 
science professor Andrew Conteh, 
a former ambassador from Sierra 
Leone to the Soviet Union. 
“Some members of the 
international community may see 
it as a new form of imperialism,” 
he said. 
Conteh outlined five 
requirements for United States 
involvement: Intervention should 
be a last resort; it ought to not 
seek regime change; it should be 
for limited period; it should be 
proportionate to the inflicted harm; 
and it should be authorized by the 
United Nations Security Council. 
“This is a complex issue, and 
it is a complex region because of 
geography,” he said, pointing out 
Syria’s proximity to Middle East 
hotspots Israel and Iraq.
Although most students 
interviewed said they had a basic 
understanding of the situation, they 
had not paid enough attention to 
have a strong opinion on the Syrian 
crisis. 
“I think some people do form 
opinions on it without knowing 
enough,” said Renee Fast, an early 
childhood education freshman. 
“We need to become more aware of 
it before we have strong opinions 
on it.”
Conteh said Americans should 
“think globally and act locally.”
“There is a need for us to pay 
attention to these issues because, 
directly or indirectly, they impact 
every American,” he said. “We live 
in a globalized world and nation-
states are becoming more and 
more interdependent.”
Graphic by Ben Gumeringer
Students, prof mull America’s role in Syria
BRYCE HAUGEN
haugenbr@mnstate.edu
Anyone who missed Sherman Alexie’s 
lecture Thursday night in Hansen 
Theatre missed more than just a lecture. 
Alexie was a full-fledged comedy 
show. After an elaborate introduction 
by a senior student, Alexie walked on 
stage. Opening with a simple, “Hi” was 
all it took to make the full house laugh. 
After describing what he ate for 
dinner and acquainting himself with the 
front rows, Alexie told them they were 
going to be spit on. Then he delivered 
the first of many one liners of the 
evening: “It is an interesting day when 
an Indian is to come to Minnesota and 
spit on white people.” It was just the 
beginning.
 Even as the audience was laughing, 
there was a feeling of seriousness, too. 
Author of the well-known book, “The 
Absolutely True Diary of a Part Time 
Indian,” Alexie came to MSUM to talk 
about racism and its effects on Native 
Americans. 
Though laughter and racism do not 
seem like a ready combination, the 
author provided his reasoning for 
including humor. He said when he first 
began writing that he was angry. He 
then added, “Rage convinces nobody 
of anything…when you put funny in 
with the rage, people listen.” The lively 
audience did nothing but prove that 
theory. 
The structure of the lecture was set 
around the life of the speaker: starting 
with his birth in 1966 in Spokane, 
Wash.,  up until he moved off his home 
reservation. There were many tangents 
to his story, but each one ended with a 
relevant point. 
The audience soon learned the man 
on the stage should not be there. At 5 
months old, Alexie was diagnosed with 
hydrocephalous; a condition where the 
head swells due to excess fluid on the 
brain. He was lucky enough to receive 
surgery, but even with it, the outlook 
was not good. The surgeon said he 
would either die during the process or 
live but be brain dead.  
There were parts of the talk that 
required no humor to make the audience 
listen. One particular comment from 
Alexie made the whole theater silent; a 
huge contrast to the boisterous laughter 
seconds before. Alexie shared, “Three 
of my aunts were sterilized after giving 
birth without their consent.” He also 
said many Indian children were taken 
away from their mothers and given up 
for adoption without consent as well, 
simply because of their race. 
After all this, the main message 
Alexie wanted the audience to take 
away was one of inclusion. He asked 
the listeners, “not to romanticize 
us [Indians], but include us in the 
collective history. Romanticizing us 
further excludes us.”
Alexie went on to say, “Racism is 
based on surface stuff when there are 
real, passionate, personal reasons to 
hate people;” again, using humor to set 
off his point. 
Closing out the not-so-formal lecture 
with another one liner, Alexie ended 
with, “The only true difference between 
Indians and non-Indians is that we have 
better hair.”
 A question and answer session 
followed the lecture. Students who 
were currently studying his novel 
were able to ask a question their class 
had created. Even during this session, 
Alexie had jokes to tell. His completely 
original lecture and the important 
messages it conveyed will not soon be 
forgotten by any in attendance. 
Sherman Alexie
MARIE VEILLETTE
veillettma@mnstate.edu
Author brings humor to Hansen Theatre stage
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Map-Works®
Minnesota State University Moorhead is an equal opportunity educator and employer 
and is a member of the Minnesota State Colleges and Universities System.
MAP-Works® is your map to success at MSU 
Moorhead. Fill out a MAP-Works survey to assess 
your strengths and weaknesses as a college student. 
Look for an email from studentsuccess@mnstate.edu 
starting Sept. 11. Fill out the survey to enter your 
name for prizes given away daily. 
Your journey 
to academic 
success starts 
with MAP-Works. 
Prizes:
▸ Tuition Waiver
▸ Semester’s worth of books 
▸ Single Book Textbook Rental
▸ Pizza party for residence halls with 85% participation
Facebook.com/MSUMoorhead
Twitter.com/MSUMoorhead
rates are more closely tied to the 
economy. If the Treasury bill rates 
go down, then the interest rates for 
student loans will go down, but they 
can go up, too.”
Rates for the 2013-14 loan term 
for undergraduate subsidized and 
unsubsidized loans are 3.86 percent. 
Graduate student unsubsidized loan 
rates are set at 5.41 percent for the 
term, and direct PLUS loans are 
set at 6.41 percent, according to 
the federal student loan website, 
studentloans.gov.
Another change made to federal 
financial aid this year is a change 
to the time students are allowed to 
take out loans. Not only is federal 
aid cut off at a certain dollar amount, 
it is now also limited to 150 percent 
of the time it takes to complete a 
bachelor’s degree, or the equivalent 
of six years, Zehren said. 
“There hasn’t been any loosening 
of financial aid, in fact, it’s just the 
opposite,” Zehren said. “(These 
changes) have been made to 
encourage timely completion, 
to encourage students to come 
to college, finish in a reasonable 
amount of time and then move out 
into the workforce.”
A change that has been made 
on the state level is the Minnesota 
Dream Act, which allows 
undocumented students – those who 
are not legally in the United States 
as a US citizen – to receive in-state 
tuition at MnSCU colleges and at the 
Twin Cities and Duluth campuses of 
the University of Minnesota, Zehren 
said. It also makes them eligible for 
programs such as the Minnesota 
grant program.
“This is a significant change 
for that type of student who 
would otherwise virtually have no 
resources that would help them pay 
their education expenses,” Zehren 
said. 
More information about student 
loans, interest rates and grants can 
be found on the MSUM financial 
aid web site in the 2013-14 Award 
Guide.
plan is a way for us to continue to 
evolve in ways that fulfill really 
some of the basic reasons we 
were founded as a university.”
“Fulfilling Our Promise” 
consists of five strategic priorities 
that will guide decision making 
and resource distribution. Having 
the community be an active part 
of MSUM is an overarching 
theme explicitly stated in the 
plan. 
“We are a place that exists 
because the people of this 
community believed we would 
improve social and economic 
conditions in this region,” 
Blackhurst said. “So, we’re 
continuing to think about how 
we need to change and evolve as 
a university.”
Gorsline also believes MSUM 
and students should take 
advantage of the opportunities 
found in the community and vice 
versa.
“You want to be viewed as a 
good partner to the community. 
Universities sometimes aren’t...
but I think, both for the 
community and students, it’s a 
really beneficial relationship,” 
Gorsline said.
A promise can be made, but 
more important is if the promise 
will be kept. 
“The real work is what 
happens next,” Gorsline said 
when discussing the role 
of faculty. “We’re trying to 
emphasize, not unlike writing a 
paper, that quantity is not what 
we’re looking for. We would 
rather have somebody do less 
and do these important things 
than feeling like we’re just 
making them do more.”
Spring goals are a part of 
the plan; administrators would 
rather push for more for their 
students than settle for less. 
One of their goals pushes for 
100 percent of students to have 
an authentic ongoing experience 
where they can demonstrate their 
learning, such as an internship. 
Another goal is to increase 
retention and graduation rates 
of students, because currently 
MSUM is not a leader in the state 
system. Students can see these 
goals taking place. The MAP-
Works survey and the Dragon 
Success class are two examples 
of the University strategies to 
help improve retention rates. 
“We’re trying to ‘Fulfill 
Our Promise’ to students to 
provide the best education 
we can,” Blackhurst said. 
“It’s a commitment instead of 
something that would be nice to 
achieve some day.” 
Visit http://tiny.cc/u19c3w to 
view “Fulfilling Our Promise” in 
its entirety. 
LOANS, FROM FRONTSLOGAN, FROM FRONT
the academic plan turns 
out. That’s a question that 
really applies equally to all 
of the colleges. We all have 
this challenge of forging an 
identity and to think in terms of 
outcome. Not just what we are 
but what we do and what we 
produce – what we contribute 
to society via our graduates. 
I don’t know if you’ve taken 
a look at our academic master 
plan (“Fulfilling our Promise”)
It’s a rather impressive and 
challenging document, and it 
requires us to think in ways that 
we haven’t been accustomed to 
think. 
Is being a part of the 
administration something 
you’ll consider pursuing more 
long term, or would you like 
to return to teaching?
To be honest, it’s rather early 
to make that decision. I’m 
encouraged by my experiences 
so far. They are sometimes 
challenging but also very 
rewarding. 
CAGLE, FROM PAGE 4
INTEREST RATES FOR 
2013-14 LOANS
Undergraduate subsidized and 
unsubsidized: 3.86%
Graduate unsubsidized: 5.41%
Direct PLUS: 6.41%
Study rooms open, library fixes continue
BEN GUMERINGER • gumeringbe@mnstate.edu
Construction on the Livingston Lord Library continues as the new semester begins. Meanwhile, the third and fourth floor study areas are open to the public after having been under construction since February. Additionally, the main stairwell has reopened, and the elevator once again goes to each floor. The 
three-phase project began in July 2012 and is scheduled to be complete in spring 2014.   
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PROGRAMS, FROM FRONT
BY ALISON SMITH
smithal@mnstate.edu
MSUM has hired a new 
vice president of enrollment 
management and student 
affairs, Dr. Yvette Underdue 
Murph. Underdue Murph 
joins MSUM by way of 
Mississippi Valley State 
University, where she was 
the assistant vice president of 
enrollment management and 
student affairs. 
Underdue Murph brings 
almost 20 years of experience 
in education from several 
universi t ies  across the 
nation to her position, which 
combines into one the duties 
formerly split among two vice 
presidents. Prior to education, 
she worked in banking for 
12 years. However, the stock 
market crash of 1987 changed 
her career path.
“It was on that particular 
day that I said, ‘OK, I’m 
done with banking. I need to 
go back and get my degree, 
because if I’m wanting to 
retool and get a new career, 
everybody is asking for a 
bachelor’s degree,’” she said.
Underdue Murph first 
experienced working in higher 
education while enrolled 
at Cambridge College in 
Massachusetts. She noticed 
communication between the 
main and regional campuses 
regarding financial aid was 
“fragmented.” She went to 
the dean and asked if her 
banking knowledge could be 
put to use in the education 
setting and was hired as a 
financial aid liaison. 
Because of her non-
traditional path to education, 
Underdue Murph has a 
passion for the “adult learner” 
and transfer students. 
“I’ve been there, understand 
it  and have a greater 
appreciation for looking at 
how one can start late in life 
with a degree path,” she said.
However,  her passion 
doesn’t stop there. Underdue 
Murph wants to make sure 
all students have a “seamless 
enrollment experience” that 
will then guide them through 
their required curriculum, to 
graduate and also bring them 
back as active alumni for the 
institution.
Underdue Murph said she 
is excited to work as a team 
with the other faculty to 
enhance enrollment and the 
student experience. 
“I respect institutional 
knowledge,”  she said. 
Her vision is to have an 
“integrated, data driven, 
enrol lment  management 
philosophy” on how the 
department will work. 
This would allow data to be 
shared between departments, 
creating a collaboration 
synergy.  This  synergy 
would allow the department 
to better understand where 
students are coming from, 
what they are looking for 
and how MSUM can provide 
them with that experience.
MSUM hires new VP
hours for the CPA Exam, which 
is the equivalent of an extra 
year,” said Sheri Erickson, 
co-chair of the School of 
Business. “Rather than them 
taking undergraduate courses, 
we thought it would be nice 
to offer them a masters degree 
with that.”
Professors said this new 
master’s program is great for 
both accounting and finance 
majors, especially because 
finance majors could use more 
accounting courses and vice 
versa. 
“I think finance students 
would be best served with 
more accounting, and in a 
typical finance curriculum 
that’s true for many schools,” 
said Olgun Sahin, School of 
Business co-chair and finance 
professor.  
This fall, the second of 
three proposed master ’s 
programs, a master’s in health 
care management, officially 
started, along with a certificate 
or minor in entrepreneurship, a 
certificate in doing business in 
China and an online business 
completer degree. 
The certificate or minor in 
entrepreneurship is another 
unique addition. The minor 
is intended for current 
students, and the certificate 
will be offered to community 
members or special students 
that are looking to gain more 
business experience.
“Really what drove that 
(entrepreneurship certificate) 
is there were a lot of other 
majors on campus that felt their 
students in those programs 
needed some business 
background,” Erickson said. 
Classes will start in spring 
2014 for the business analytics 
certificate. The business 
analytics certificate will be 
useful to not only business 
majors, but also to those 
in mass communications 
and marketing because it 
sometimes focuses on social 
media and hits on a Facebook 
page and how you can use that 
data, Weber said.  
The School of Business is 
waiting on one more pending 
program, a general MBA. 
Classes will commence in fall 
2014 if the program passes the 
final stages of approval at the 
MnSCU level. 
MSUM has not offered a 
master’s degree in business 
programs for more than a 
decade, and the addition of 
the new programs will provide 
students with what they need 
to succeed in the business 
world.
“I think these new programs 
will really increase MSUM’s 
presence in the markets for 
undergraduate and graduate 
students,” Weber said. “I am 
very excited. The School of 
Business has done a lot of 
work, and I think it will pay 
off in the future.”
M.S. Accounting & 
Finance
What’s New? Audience Completion
MBA-Health Care 
Management
MBA-General 
(pending)
Business Analytics 
Certificate
Certificate/Minor in 
Entrepreneurship
Doing Business in 
China Certificate
Online Business 
Completer Certificate
• 5th year seniors
• Accounting/Finance 
professionals
• Health care 
managers
• Nurses
• Anyone interested in 
the general MBA
• Anyone interested in 
analytics
• Anyone interested in 
business or business 
ownership
• Anyone interested in 
business in China
• A.A. graduates
• Anyone in progress 
of business degree
• 1 year, full time
• 2 years, part time
• 1 year, full time
• 2 years, part time
• 1 year, full time
• 2 years, part time
• 1 year, part time
• 1 year, part time
• 1 year, part time
• Depends on 
admission status
Yvette Underdue Murph
